










PREFACE

Globalization offers each and every member of

society clear economic opportunities and benefits

but it comes with substantial social costs that

often appear to affect young people more as they

are in their tenuous transitional status within an

uncertain and rapidly evolving global context.

Hence this book explores the Indian Youth

experiences with globalization and its co-

relationship with the law of the land. The book

gives an insight to the ambiguities and

contradictions that characterizes globalization, 

providing an assessment of its different



implications on Indian Youth, its contribution to

local-global tensions, and its tendency to

simultaneously promote linkages and divisions, 

inclusion and exclusion and connectedness and

isolation.  

Youth as a class is the most flexible and perhaps

the best able to adapt to and make use of new

opportunities offered by globalization. The impact

of Globalization on different strata of youth can

be witness easily taking into account employment

opportunities and migration patterns which in turn

has led to deep changes in youth culture and

consumerism and in different manifestations of



global youth citizenship and activism. Hence the

emphasis pertaining to analysisg the issue relating

to Indian Youth and Law in the Globalised World

is of utmost importance and relevance in

contemporary context.   

An attempt has been made through this research

globalization in the present Indian Legal Scenario.

The study highlights the roles and responsibilities

of youth in order to become active and productive

participants in global context to best utilize the

challenges of Globalisation. 



This book focusses on Indian Youth and Law In

Globalised Era. The first Chapter focusses on

globalization from youth perspective. The second

chapter analyses the Impact of Globalisation on

Indian Youth. The third chapter highlights the

legal scenario and the pertinent legal provisions

relating to Indian Youth. The last chapter

advocates Youth s Role & Responsibilities in

Globalised Era.

This book caters the needs of Scholars,

Researcher, Intellectuals, Academicians, Policy

Maker, Planners, Students, Social Thinkers as

well as Social observers.



This book is harvested after a substantive period

of nurture and intuitive visualization has been

emphasized throughout. Though this book is one

of the best output of our wisdom. However we

never disown the responsibility for any such

shortcoming and drawbacks that may have crept

in inadvertently.  

It is believed that the reader will appreciate this

venture. Feedback is welcome at the email id. 

anuradha.parasar@gmail.com

Dr. Anuradha Parasar               Meenakshi Sharma
NIIT University, Neemrana,    Univ. of Petroleum &
Rajasthan, India.                          Energy Studies, India
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CHPATER 1

Globalisation And Indian Youth

Introduction

Globalization is perhaps the word that best

portrays the condition of the world in the early

21st century. In present context there is no part of

the world that has been left untouched by

influences of globalization.1 Each and every

1 Globalisation means the unfettered expansion of

transnational corporations (TNCs) into the world

economy, particularly, the economies of the developing

countries. Multi-lateral organisations such as the

World Trade Organisation (WTO), the International
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member of society is getting affected by nuances

of globalization. The most affected people are the

youth2 and the develping world. Infact in

                                                                                
Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Bank (WB) are

playing key roles in this process. Integrating

developing countries in the world economy is about the

expansion of TNC activities to the developing world, 

on the TNC terms. The sweeping and far reaching

changes are not confined to the economic sphere but

extended to politics, social order, culture, day to day

life of the people, and even affecting food habits. The

new order is beneficial to a select few, but disastrous

to the large masses of people. Globalisation is also

termed as neo-colonialism or neo-imperialism. 

2

extremely elastic category. Youth, as a concept, varies

from culture to culture and from society to society. For

convenience, most studies define youth using age
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developing countries, youth are growing up in a

world which is much different from the one their

parents and grandparents entered a generation or

class is the most flexible and perhaps the best able

to adapt to and make use of new opportunities

offered by globalization. Even then there are 

                                                                                
definitions but there is no consistency between

countries. The age definition of youth varies from 10-

15, 15-24, or 10-35 years. 

The United Nations defines youth as those aged

between 15-24 years. However the India Ministry of

Youth Affairs and Sports, which is the nodal ministry

for different activities relating to youth affairs, defines

youth as the population in the age group of 15-35

years. 
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many youth especially in developing countries

who have not been benefited. But the impact of

Globalization on different strata of youth can be

witness easily taking into account employment

opportunities and migration patterns which in turn

has led to deep changes in youth culture and

consumerism and in different manifestations of

global youth citizenship and activism. Youth are

relatively adaptable and therefore perhaps best

able to make use or misuse of the new

opportunities presented due to globalization.3

3 at

University of Cambridge on Oct 11,2006 at London.   

http://www.pmindia.nic.in/speech/content.asp?id=421
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Globalisation as such is not a new concept.4 In

historic facts it can be easily traced in the writings

of Marx and Engels who made the reference to the

global character of industrial capitalism said:  

market for its products chases the

bourgeoisie over the whole surface of

the globe. It must nestle everywhere,

settle everywhere and establish

connexions everywhere. Thus

capitalism was the spur to the
                                                                                

4 Globalisation as a process started in India when the

first ship of Vasco da-Gama landed in Calicut.
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globalization of production and

exchange and in the process capital

sought to tear down every spatial barrier

to intercourse and annihilate this space

5

Later in 1990 Globalization became the

buzzword, and in the twenty first century, there is

no evidence that globalization will diminish in the

days to come as liberal policies are in sound

5

http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/05/29/opinion/edkissi
nger.php
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accelerating globalisation to grow exponentially. 6

The fact is that through Globalization the people

of world are getting unified into a single society.7

Globalization encompasses within its range a

unique combination of economic, technological,

sociocultural and political processes. These varied

6

Asia", Women in Action, no.2, 1999.  

7 As globalization is a process (or set of processes)

which embodies a transformation in the spatial

organization of social relations and transactions which

can be assessed in terms of their extensity, intensity, 

velocity and impact generating transcontinental or

interregional flows and networks of activity,

interactions and exercise of power. 
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aspects8 of globalization can be analysed using

three approaches which are - Hyper globalist9,

Sceptics10 and Transformalists.11  

8 The different aspects of globalization are

internationalisation8, liberalisation, universilisation, 

westernisation, and deterritorialization. 

9 Hyper globalist such as Albrow 1996 analysed

globalization as it represents something totally new.

10 Sceptics such as Hirst and Thompson analysed

globalization as phenomenon which is not new but

merely a continuation of past development.   

11 Transformalists such as Scholte and Castells

analysed globalization as historically unprecedented

such that states and societies across the globe are

experiencing a process of profound change as they try
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Thus somewhere it is clear that Globalisation is

not a new phenomenon but the speed at which it is

happening is extraordinary.12 This is because

contemporary Globalisation process is led by all

the members and classes of society by the choices

the individuals in society make and in return the

opportunities which globalization offers to

everyone. 13  

                                                                                
to adopt to a more interconnected but highly uncertain

world. 

12 Walzer, M., "Governing the Globe: what is the best we

can do?", Dissent, Fall, 2000. 

13 Ash Narain Roy ,Third world in the age of

globalization, Madhyam Books, Delhi, 1999. 
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Indian Youth And Globalisation

Rajiv Gandhi in 1988 said:

"We are one of the world's oldest

civilizations and one of the youngest

nations. Our country's demographic profile

has undergone a major revolution. Now,

there is a preponderance of youth. This is a

decisive factor in determining our nation's

destiny."

The above remarks are applicable even today as

the average age of India's population is below 25
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years.14 That is all through the first half of the 21st

century, globalised state of India will maintain

this exceptionally young demographic profile.

About 66 perrcent of the Indian population, fall

below the age of 35 and thus are within the ambit

of the Indian National Youth Policy. Statistics

also suggests that the ratio of youth population to

total population in India is increasing. That is

todays Indian youth will be living in this world for

another 40 to 60 years thereby becoming the

14

Globalization Work: An Indian Perspective Dec 12

2006 New Delhi

http://www.pmindia.nic.in/speech/content.asp?id=475
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world most influenced group of Globalisation and

also the most dynamic agents of social change

who can be contributing effectively in this

globalsied world taking active role. It is

potentially the single most important comparative

advantage Indians enjoy in globalised era which

could be leveraged to catapult India to the front

ranks of human civilization.  

Status of Indian Youth   

Every year approx. 30 lakh graduates and 7 lakh

post-graduates are getting added to its knowledge

capital. India has one of the largest manpower of
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computer specialists and also one of the largest

body of English speaking IT professionals in the

world. 15 However, on the other hand, India is also

the homeland to the world's largest number of

illiterates which is a matter of great concern. India

accounts for 20 percent of the world's out-of-

school children and 35 percent adult illiterates.

15 Speech by her Excellency The Preseident Of India, 

Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil, on the occasion of The

International Literacy day On 8th Sept.2007 at

newDelhi. Source

http://www.presidentofindia.nic.in/sp010907.html
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Hence to determine the status of Indian youth

following three parameters has been taken into

account. 16 They are  

a. Demographic detals

b. Education

c. Employment

a.Demographic Details

The Indian economy is at tipping point. And the

youth of any country also determines the direction

the economy takes. As per the Census of India

16 Census of India, 2001. 
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200117 the population under 34 years was around

41%. Some experts refer to this large proportion

of youth as demographic dividend. 18 Others refer

to it as demographic disaster. According to

estimates the current proportion of population

under 25 years in India is 51% and the proportion

under 35 is about 66%. This predominance of

youth in the population is expected to last until

2050. With proper education, job openings and

17 See Annexures. 

18 In the early 1980s China was in a position that India

finds

is said to be the direct consequence of the large

proportion of youth in its population. 
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healthcare, Indian youth are sure to tip the

economy in the right direction in globalised

world.

b.Education

The framers of the Indian constitution realized

more than 50 years ago that the right to education

is inalienable. Hence a guarantee was scripted into

the constitution making education for all children

under the age of 14 years "free and compulsory".

But that was an aspiration. The reality is that huge

percentage of Indian youth population is still
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illiterate.19 This is worse in case of girls.20

However by some accounts there is light at the

end of the tunnel as according to some experts

universal education will become a reality by the

year 2010 and also for the reason that Right to

Education is enforceable. 

19 See Annexures. 

20 The reasons for the poor performance wrt educational

development are rapidly growing population, paucity of

public funds to cover education costs and shortages of

teachers, books, and basic facilities. Added to this is the

problem of poor student and teacher retention. 
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c.Employment

Eradication of unemployment has been one of the

primary focus for Indian economic policy.21

However in spite of all the effort of succeeding

governments the current rate of unemployment

stands between 6 and 7%.22  Urban

unemployment is marginally higher than rural

unemployment.

21 The five year plans has been successively stressing the

need to increase employment opportunities. 

22 Id 19
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Inspite of all odds there there is a clear indication

that -educated

They are the best-

educated generation, particularly in areas relating

to new information and communication

technology (ICT). A good number of youth are

travelling across the globe for work, studies,

exchange projects and vacation. This is further

facilitated by the mobile and Internet which

enable them to stay in touch with friends and

relatives all over the world. Although there are

still many young people who are yet indirectly

deprived of the opportunities globalization offers.

They have been left out of the modernization
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process and remain on the other side of the digital

divide, but are simultaneously finding their

cultural identity and local traditions threatened

making the task of development more complex

and daunting in globalised era.

Thus analyzing facts it can be stated that Indian

youth at all level are aware, though to varying

degrees, of a global culture that exists beyond

their local culture. Those who are growing up in

traditional cultures know that the future that

awaits them is certain to be very different from

the life their grandparents knew.As a consequence

of globalization, the challenges of treating a



21

viable identity are perhaps gr

youth than it had

youth, diversity of identity will only grow as

globalization results in increasingly complex

bicultural, multicultural and hybrid identities.

Youth Culture

are relatively new, having emerged in the 1950s in

the wake of the post-war expansion of

consumerism in the Western world. In common

parlance globalization and young people usually
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mean Coca-Cola, McDonalds, music, clothes,

magazines all aspects of what seems now like a

homogeneous youth culture. Globalization has

resulted in young people from one country being

indistinguishable from those in any other country. 

Young people are now acquiring greater spending

power and are able to express their own wants and

needs.23 To a much greater extent the traditional

broadcast television, the newer media such as

video, the Internet, cable and satellite

23 Youth are increasingly addressed as autonomous

consumers who are encouraged to make their own

decisions about what they will buy, watch and read. 
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technologies allow young people easy access to

material which was previously restricted to them. 

Via the Internet, youth are communicating much

more easily with each other and with adults,

without even having to identify themselves as 

young people. With young people's increased

access to media technology, they no longer have

to watch or read what their parents choose. As the

youth niche market grows in importance, young

people are increasingly able to confine themselves

to products that are produced specifically for

them.24 The new, postmodern cultural norms that

24Marketers are increasingly targeting them with

distinctive products such as youth-oriented music, 
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characterize contemporary youth culture are in

many respects highly exclusive of adults. They

require particular cultural competencies and a

prior knowledge of specific media texts (or in

other words, a form of media literacy) only

available to the young.25 While youth around the

world are increasingly sharing a global media

culture with one another, they appear to be

sharing less and less with their own parents. The

key words in the experience of young people

                                                                                
fashion and media.  

25 http://www.bookrags.com/research/globalization-and-

global-systems-an-eos-02/
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- -

- - 26

These types of norms and values are gradually

grasping the very fabric of Indian society.  

In fact the Indian youth are creating new public

space for themselves through the use of the

internet and new media which allows young

people to modify their identities and to create new

and multiple virtual identities attempting to

26 Rao, Hanumantha C.H., Siddharthan, N.S., 

Bhattacharya, B.B. (eds.), Indian economy and society in

the era of globalisation and liberalization, Academic

Foundation New Delhi 2005. 
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distinguish them from the older generation. Thus

the scenario of youth culture reveals that while

some boundaries between adults and youth are

becoming blurred, others are becoming more

strongly defined in globalised world. 
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CHPATER 2

Impact Of Globalisation On Indian Youth

The impact of globalization on Indian youth is

having a profound effect. A major impact is the

extension of the period in which people are

defined as youth. With economic development,

young people are spending longer in education, 

marrying later, having fewer children and more

women are working.27

policy, youngsters are now running the risk of

27 Griswold, W., Cultures and Societies in a Changing

World, Pine Forge Press, California, 1994. 



28

forgetting their own games, folklore and festivals.

There has also been a continual flow of foreign

cultural products which run counter to the cultural

values and the moral norms of the nation and

which extol to the extreme the value of money, 

considering it the ultimate end of human activity. 

This has exerted a negative impact on the thinking

habits and the lifestyle of youths. The decline of

moral norms can be best seen in the rise of crime

rate, especially corruption, prostitution, drug

addiction, robbery, rape and superstition. There

are various areas where the globalization is

effectively visible affecting youth tendencies and

behavior. Out of those the major ones are  
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a. Youth Employment

b. Global Consumerism

c. Leisure Time Activity

d. Youth Participation

a.Youth Employment

In Indian context globalization has brought about

substantial changes in the job market to which

young people, as newcomers are vulnerable. New

technologies have replaced manual labour in a

number of industries, mainly affecting low-skill
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jobs in the manufacturing and service sectors.28

Young people also constituted a significant

proportion of migrant workers as foreign

investment often creates job pportunities in and

around cities, inducing rural workers to move to

urban areas. Although there is a myth that

globalization creates job whereas the situation

28 Even in China, which has experienced

remarkableeconomic growth, unemployment is rising

owing to the progressive shift from agriculture toless

employment-intensive manufacturing and ervice

industries, the reform of Stateownedenterprises, and

the reorganization of the public sector. Source :

World Commission on theSocial Dimension of

lobalization, 2004; International Labour Organization, 

2004. 
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faced is that globalisation is denying even the bare

ft to humankind and youth

are facing tough competition. 

  

b. Global consumerism

Global consumerism is another aspect of

globalization that is directly affecting Indian

youth and has a number of implications on youth

cultures. Television programmes, music videos

and movies produced all over the world comprise

an increasingly dominant share of entertainment
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media.29 This is not necessarily leading to the

evolution of a single or unified global youth

culture, as young people tend to adopt and

interpret global products on the basis of their own

local cultures and experiences, thereby creating

new hybrid cultural forms whose meanings vary

according to local and national circumstances.

However, globalization has raised hopes and

expectations of increased material well-being in

Indian youth. But there is a fear that constant

29 Holton, R. 1998, Globalization and the Nation-State,

Macmillan Press, London.  
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exposure to images of globalised lifestyles and

role models may lead to tensions that are both

culturally and socially divisive.30

c.Leisure Time Activity

perceptions

regarding the role of leisure-time activities has

shifted to person's development.31 In many cases,

30 WorldCommission on the Social Dimension of

Globalization, 2004. 

31 http://www.asianews.it/index.php?l=en&art=1316
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to important issues affecting them, including

education and employment. Out of both necessity

and interest, they are increasingly seeking and

finding new ways to spend their free time.  

d. Youth Participation

people are required in global context as a very

active contributors than to their local society. The

involvement of the youth in the decisions that

affect society is benefiting both policymaking and

youth development perspective, although it is not
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always effectively practised. The nature of youth

engagement however in Indian context ranges

from manipulation and tokenism to the

assumption of full responsibility for the design

and implementation of programmatic responses.  

All the above visble impact of globalization is

futher intensifying following problems and

concern:

The Problem

With increased globalization and economic

development, the problems confronting Indian
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youth shift. The problems faced by young people

differ on the basis of sex (male-female), economic

status (rich-poor), residence (rural-rban), 

education (educated-uneducated), physically and

mentally challenged youth, youth living in

difficult and specific conditions (e.g. homeless,

orphans).32 The more modern problems for youth

arise from social alienation due to the demise of

the support provided by the family. The focus of

youth has shifted from the family and friends to

32 Kameshwar Choudhary (ed.), Globalisation, 

governance reforms and development in India, Sage

Publications London 2007 . 
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33 Youth are no longer

satisfied to watch drama on television, they want

to be in the drama, they no longer want to study

literature they want to write. Youth are more

mobile than the older generation both

geographically and socially and mobility often

brings dislocation.34 Youth are more likely to

move to cities in order to gain economic

opportunity and as a consequence the residents of

cities are on average younger than in the

33 http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/regm_asia.htm

34 Scholte, J., Globalization: A Critical Introduction, 

MacMillan Press, Great Britain, 2000. 
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countryside. Competition for jobs is also felt the

most. 

The Concern

Youths around the world are expressing their

concerns about the negative consequences of

globalization, including environmental

degradation35 and the unequal distribution of

35 Renner, M. 1996, Fighting for survival:

Environmental Decline, Social Conflict, The New Age

of Insecurity, W.W. Norton and Company, New York.
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income and wealth.36 The anti-globalization

movement has expanded even in India and

comprises of a heterogeneous collection of groups

- non-governmental organizations (NGOs),

students, political organizations and civil rights

activists. Although these young people are not

against globalization per se, but are simply

appealing for a more equitable distribution of the

opportunities and benefits derived from

36 K.S. Jomo and Khoo Khay Jin (eds.), Globalisation

and its discountents (ed.), revisted, Tulika Books New

Delhi 2003. 
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globalization.37 Even the older generation is also

concerned about the apparent erosion of

traditional values especially those which define

the family such as filial piety, chastity for women, 

patriarchy and the extended family as an

economic unit.38

The movement has embraced a broad and eclectic

range of issues, including global justice, fair trade, 

37 Walby, S., "Gender, globalisation and democracy",

Gender and Development, vol. 8, no.1, March 2000.  

38 Dev Nathan, Govind Kelkar and Pierre Walter (eds.), 

Globalisation and Indigenous people in Asia, Sage

Publications New Delhi 2004. 
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debt relief and sustainable development. Labour is

further marginalised from the production

process.39 The production of basic human needs is

being transformed into a production of luxury

items promoting a consumerist culture amongst

youth. The most publicised and propagated myth

about globalisation is that it creates jobs. But the

fact is that there is a growing unemployment that

affects the younger generation. One can go on this

debate the long list of impacts on the tribal,

women, dalits; environmental degradation, cutting

39 Due to globalization in order to maximise profit, 

labour is exploited with technological advancement, 

mechanisation and automation. 
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of subsidy in public distribution system, 

privatisation of health, education and insurance;

due to the withdrawal of the state from fulfilling

its constitutional duties. The impact on agriculture

can be highlighted with the suicide deaths due to

the debt trap, the dumping of tomatoes in

Karnataka and the burning of sugarcane fields in

Uttar Pradesh. The patenting of neem and

turmeric, brinjal and kerela, etc., are only a few

examples of how the sovereignty of the country is

being compromised by the peddlers of

globalization. 
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CHAPTER 3

Indian Youth And The Law

After anlysing the situation of Youth now it

becomes important to analyse the Indian legal

scenario in youth context which has been done

taking into account Government and Youth

policies, Youth Rights, Constitutional provisions,

Welfare Law and Regulations. An account on

each is given in subsequent pages.
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Indian Youth and Government

Youth has been identified as a very important

segment of the Indian population by Government.

At the central Government level there is a

separate Ministry to look after youth affairs which

was created in the year 2000.There are two very

large government supported youth movements in

the country, one is National Service Scheme

(NSS) for student youth and the other is Nehru

Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) for the youth of

the country. Policies and programs of the

government are designed to cater to the needs of

these sections of the young population. 

Government policies and programs also
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encourage various non-government Organisations

(NGOs) to work for youth development in India.

Indian Youth Policy

The first National Youth Policy40 in India was

formulated in 1988.41 The socio-economic

40 The youth development programmes  promote

personality development and Qualities of Citizenship

and enhance commitment to Community Service,

Social Justice, Self-reliance, National Integration and

Humanism, an inclusive view of the entire universe as

enshrined in our ancient scriptures. The Policy, 

therefore, recognizes these inter-related values and

principles as its basic premise.
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conditions in the country have since then

undergone a significant change and have been

shaped by wide-ranging technological

advancement. Hence the National Youth Policy-

2003 is designed to galvanize the youth to rise up

to the new challenges, keeping in view the global

scenario, and aims at motivating them to be active

and committed participants in the task of National

Development.

                                                                                
41

http://youthportal.gov.in/rightsandresponsibilities.htm
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Universal Acceptance of the Rights of Youth  

The rights of Indian youth come from two

sources: convention and written law. The law as it

relates to the youth confers certain rights

primarily to meet the needs of young people who

require physical, material and moral support

because of their young age. These laws are

basically protective in nature as the notion of laws

specifically for the youth is a recent development.

The legal rights to which an individual is entitled

begin at birth, and as the individual grows in age
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entitlement to rights increase with the

responsibilities.42

Declaration of Human Rights

The Declaration of Human Rights which deals

with family life, work, health, and education

42 On December 10, 1948 the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights was adopted by the General Assembly

of the United Nations. After the adoption of this

historic act the Assembly called upon all Member

countries to publicize the text of the Declaration

principally in schools and other educational

institutions irrelevant of the political status of

countries or territories. This was because the

Declaration contained several articles of special

interest to youth. 
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contains certain Articles that have special

relevance to youth. These Articles are Article

1643, Article 2344, Article 2445, Article 2646 which

43 (1) Men and women of full age, without any

limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the

right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled

to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at

its dissolution. 

(2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free

and full consent of the intending spouses. 

(3) The family is the natural and fundamental group

unit of society and is entitled to protection by society

and the State.

44 (1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of

employment, to just and favourable conditions of work

and to protection against unemployment. 

(2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right
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to equal pay for equal work.

(3) Everyone who works has the right to just and

favourable remuneration ensuring for himself and his

family an existence worthy of human dignity, and

supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social

protection. 

(4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade

unions for the protection of his interests. 

45 Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including

reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic

holidays with pay.

46 (1) Everyone has the right to education. Education

shall be free, at least in the elementary and

fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be

compulsory. Technical and professional education

shall be made generally available and higher

education shall be equally accessible to all on the

basis of merit. 
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relates to Right to Marriage, Right to work, Right

to rest and leisure and Right to education

respectively. 

                                                                                
(2) Education shall be directed to the full development

of the human personality and to the strengthening of

respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It

shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship

among all nations, racial or religious groups, and

shall further the activities of the United Nations for the

maintenance of peace. 

(3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of

education that shall be given to their children. 
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The Indian Constitution and Youth  

The Indian Constitution has certain articles with

the primary objective of safeguarding the basic

rights of youth. Some of these safeguards are built

into the Fundamental Rights and are enforceable

in a court of law. Other guarantees are part of the

Directive principles of State Policy which cannot

be enforced but underlie government policies and

programmes. There are various provisions of the

Constitution that have special relevance to youth

including Part III Fundamental Rights - Right to

Education - Article 21 A47, Right against
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Exploitation Article 23 (1)48, Article 2449, Part

III Fundamental Rights - Right to Freedom of

                                                                                
47 Freedom of education incorporates the right of any

person to form a school and the right of parents, their

children, or students to be educated at the school of

their choice. In some countries enrollment in a public

or government managed school system is compulsory

and individuals are blocked from founding schools

without a license. In principle, anyone could found a

school, freedom of education is meant to eliminate any

monopoly on education. 

48 Article 23(1)prohibits traffic in human beings and

Article 23(2) of the Constitution, the government should

not discriminate the citizens on the grounds of

Religion, caste, creed and group. 
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Religion Article 28 (1)50, Article 28 (2)51,

Article 28 (3)52 , Part III Fundamental Rights

                                                                                
49 This Article provides that no child below the age of

fourteen years shall be employed to work in any

factory or mine or engaged in any other hazardous

employment. 

50 This Article provides that if the institution is an

educational one and it is wholly maintained by the

State funds, religious instruction cannot be provided in

such institution. 

51 Provides that if the educational institution has been

established under any endowment or trust which

requires that religious instruction shall be imparted in

such institution, then despite the prohibition in Article

28(1) and despite the fact that the education institution

is in fact administered by the State, religious

instruction can be imparted in such institution. Article
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28(2) thus in no uncertain terms envisages that an

educational institution administered by the State and

wholly maintained by the State can impart religious

instruction. 

52 States that there may be educational institutions

imparting religious instruction according to whichever

faith and conducting religious worship which can be

recognised by the State and which can also receive aid

out of State funds. Similarly, Article 28(3) provides

that no individual attending any educational institution

which may have been recognised by the State or is

receiving State aid can be compelled to take part in

any religious instruction that may be imparted in such

institution or to attend any religious worship that may

be conducted in such institution without such person's

consent. Implicit in this prohibition is the

acknowledgement that the State can recognize and aid

an educational institution giving religious instruction

or conducting religious worship. In the United States, 
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Cultural and Educational Rights Article 29

(2)53 ,Article 30(1)54, Article 30(2)55, Article

                                                                                
on the other hand it has been held that State

maintained institutions cannot give religious

instruction even if such instruction is not compulsory.

53 is a protection against discrimination on the ground

of religion, race, caste or language, and does not in

any way come into play where the minority institution

prefers students of its choice. 

To put it differently, denying admission, even though

religion, race, caste or language is prohibited, but

preferring students of minority groups does not violate

Article 29(2).

54 All minorities, whether based on religion or

language, shall have the right to establish and

administer educational institutions of their choice



57

39(a)56, Article 39(c)57, Article 39(f)58, Article

4159 , Article 4260 , Article 4461 , Article 4562 ,

                                                                                

55 This Article prevents state discrimination against a

minority educational institution. 

56 All citizens of India have equal right to an adequate

means to livelihood. 

57 The state shall direct its policy to securing the health

and the tender age of children are not abused and that

citizens are not forced by economic necessity to enter

avocations unsuited to their age or strength. 

58 Childhood and youth are guarded against

exploitation and moral and material abandonment. 

59 The State shall, within the limits of its economic

capacity and development, make effective provision for
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Article 46 63 and Fundamental Duties Article 51

(A) (k)64

                                                                                
securing the right to work, to education and to public

assistance in cases of unemployment, old age, sickness

and disablement, and in other cases of undeserved

want. 

60 The State shall make provision for securing just and

humane conditions of work and for maternity relief. 

61 The State shall endeavor to secure for the citizens a

uniform civil code throughout the territory of India. 

62 The State shall endeavor to provide, within a period

of ten years from the commencement of this

Constitution, for free and compulsory education for all

children until they complete the age of fourteen years. 
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63 Promotion of educational and economic interests of

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other weaker

sections The State shall promote with special care the

educational and economic interests of the weaker

sections of the people, and in particular, of the

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, and shall

protect them from social injustice and all forms of

exploitation. 

64 It shall be the duty of every citizen of India who is a

parent or a guardian to provide opportunities for

education to his child or as the case may be ward, 

between the ages of 6 and 14. 

Although Part IV of the constitution refers to

fundamental duties, it makes special reference to

proper education and socialization of youth. The

National Charter of 2004 of the Government of India

protection. 
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Welfare Laws and Regulations  

The governments at the centre and the states have

enacted laws that favor welfare and development

of children and youth in the areas of health,

education and employment.
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CHAPTER 4

Youth s Role And Responsiblities

In Globalised Era

The analysis of Indian Law indicates that they are

perfectly framed and amended keeping in view

the development of Indian Youth in global

context. The law of the land is providing good

breading ground in all respect for globalization to

flourisgh in India giving benefit to each and every

section of Society. Thus it is the responsibility of

youth to take active participation by availing all

the good opportunity offered to them by

Globalisation. 
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At the end of analysis of Indian Youth and Law in

globslised world it is suggested and recommended

and also as advocated by the Youth Pollicy of

India65 that the youth should come forward and

should understand their responisibilty and

accountabily at national and global level which

can be as follows:  

Responsibility of youth at Indiavial Level:

To contribute to sectoral, family and self

development and to promote social and

65 http://youthportal.gov.in/rightsandresponsibilities.htm
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inter-generation understanding and gender

equality. 

To extend respect to teachers and elders,

parents and the family, in consonance with

our cultural norms and traditions. 

To uphold the unity and integrity of the

Nation, maintain peace and harmony, 

observe Fundamental Duties and respect the

Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

guaranteed under the Constitution to all

sections of the people. 
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religious, cultural and social spheres and to

different schools of thought and to neither

exploit nor be instrumental in the

exploitation of fellow citizens and other

persons, especially women. 

To promote appropriate standards of ethical

conduct in individual and social life, to

maintain honesty and integrity of character

and be committed to fight against all forms

of corruption, social evils and practices. 
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To preserve and protect the Environment;

and

To commit themselves to create a

discrimination and exploitation free

environment and to devote their time and

energy in nation building activities

Responsibilty of Youth at Global Level

The youth should contribute taking

themselves as the active member of global

community and that they also owe duty

towards the global community at large.
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Develop oneself to serve globally in

different dimensions. 

Learn to adjust with the global multicultural

aspect of society and develop toleranace,

assimilation and adapatation with the

growing nad evolving cultural needs

Sensitising one self with global information,

happenings, events and participate in what

all possible way to contribute positively . 

Equip themselves to handle global situation,

problems, environment and crisis. 
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Behave as a responsible member of global

society. 

Thus it can be concluded that today's youth is

both a victim as well as a saviour of the situation

which is not their creation. Thus, they are in an

advantageous position to right the wrongs of the

previous generations. However, it may also be

noted that the term youth would also require a re-

definition and clarification. A sizable section of

the youth today is succumbing to the pressures

being built by the forces of globalisation, 

communalism, and militarisation. The
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consumerist, communalist, criminalized, and

corrupt culture peddled by the global market

forces in Indian context is affecting the changing

character of youth. Then there is another section

of youth who are victims of the system such as the

dalits, adivasis, the ethnic and religious

minorities, the landless, the jobless, the youth in

unorganised sector, those who are not able to go

to schools and colleges, etc.

All these youths belonging to these different

segment and strata of society needs to be

sensitized about the requirement and expectations

from youth in this globalised era. Measure needs
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to be taken at local, national and global level to

inform and to prepare the youths to the upcoming

challenges and benefits due to globalization.  

Hence through this research a call is made to

youth to awaken them to the fact that this is there

world where everything is for youth, by youth

and of youth even legal scenario in India is

accelerating and acting as a catalyst to faciliate

them to make best use of globalization according

to their caliber in the best possible way grabbing

all the best opportunity globalization offers to

them with both the hands opened as much as

possible which can also be beyond their
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realization as this open unprecedented phase of

globalization was not avalible, thinkable and

never happened earlier.  Hence it is high time that

youth should wake up and should realize their

responsibility and accountability at individual and

global level and to make sincere efforts to make

the best use of globalised world as they are now

not limited to citizenship of a nation but is now in

globalised world as global citizens. 
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ANNEXURES

Demographic Details As per Census 2001

Youth Population in India - 2001 (In thousands)

Age-group
2001

Total Males Females

All ages 1028610 532157 496453

13-19 142701 75972 66729

20-24 89764 46321 43443

25-29 83422 41558 41865

30-35 106450 55116 51333

Total 422337 218967 203370
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Education Level of Youth (2001)  

Educational

Level
Gender 

No.

& %  

Age-group  

15-19 20-24

Illiterate

Male  No 8102562 7746483

% 23.86 22.81

Female  No 12651213 16286195

% 18.94 24.39

Literate

(without

educational

level)

Male  No 951657 1185600

% 20.73 25.83

Female  No 862789 1115721

% 20.73 26.81

Below

Primary  

Male  No 4086504 3176869

% 29.72 23.11

Female  No 3322914 2812199

% 27.98 23.68
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Primary  

Male  No 10487768 7166455

% 35.37 24.17

Female  No 8002699 6127221

% 32.36 24.78

Middle

Male  No 13907787 7745609

% 42.50 23.67

Female  No 9149386 4920364

% 43.81 23.56

Matriculation/

Secondary  

Male  No 12379173 7909485

% 38.28 24.46

Female  No 9181007 4876060

% 43.92 23.33

Higher

Secondary/

Intermediate

Male  No 3787431 6760798

% 21.81 38.93

Female  No 3035941 4249590
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Pre-University % 28.26 39.56

Non

Technical

Diploma or 

Certificate not 

Equal to

Degree  

Male  No 17791 50376

% 12.41 35.13

Female  No 9898 25166

% 13.55 34.46

Technical

Diploma or 

Certificate not 

Equal to

Degree  

Male  No 212893 658769

% 12.21 37.80

Female  No 56551 169531

% 12.87 38.60

Graduate and

above  

Male  No 0 3912315

% 0.00 30.34

Female  No 0 2856492

% 0.00 36.19
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Estimates of Employment and Unemployment

Eighth

Plan

(1992-97)

Ninth

Plan

(1997-

2002)

Tenth

Plan

(2002-07)

Population 961.2 1028.9 1112.9

Labour force  374.2 423.4 478.8

Employment 367.2 416.4 474.7

Unemployment 7.0 7.0 4.1

Rate (percent) 1.87 1.66 0.86

Note : Estimates of labour force and employment are on usual

status concept and pertain to 15 years and above Population in

estimated for the terminal year of the plan. Labour force,

employment and unemployment are stated as annual averages

during the plan period.(Source : Ninth Five Year Plan Vol.I)
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Main Workers (2001)

Stratum
Age-

group

Main Workers

Persons Males Females

Total

Total 146,183,332 110,271,188 35,912,144

15-19 20,642,416 15,167,982 5,474,434

20-24 35,442,698 27,114,855 8,327,843

25-29 42,269,247 32,331,772 9,937,475

30-34 42,049,980 32,059,675 9,990,305

Total 107,831,165 77,785,051 30,046,114
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Marginal Youth Workers (2001)

Stratum
Age-

group

Marginal Workers

Persons Males Females

Total

Total 17,229,358 11,035,665 6,193,693

15-19 3,870,472 2,539,124 1,331,348

20-24 4,968,648 3,373,030 1,595,618

25-29 4,280,189 2,698,979 1,581,210

30-34 3,227,517 1,932,723 1,294,794

Total 48,585,924 19,406,565 29,179,359
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